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Don’t Forget to Complete National NASUWT Workload Survey
At NASUWT Annual Conference last year, South Derbyshire Branch successfully moved a motion to bring about a survey of union members on the success or otherwise of the National Agreement on reducing teacher workload. The motion was successfully amended by Derby Branch to ensure that all full NASUWT members are surveyed.
This survey has now been published and is in the Christmas 2007 edition of Teaching Today. The survey is strictly confidential and has to be completed before the end of January 2008.

The survey also asks whether members would like to return to industrial action such as The Time for a Limit action when NASUWT boycotted excessive workload between 2000 and 2003. 

Please remember to complete this survey and return it in the envelope provided – it is your opportunity to let the National Executive know whether your working conditions have improved since 2003 and if you are now satisfied with your working hours. If you have mislaid a copy of your survey, please contact Dave Wilkinson as soon as possible and Dave will contact union HQ to try to obtain another copy. 

Great Success at NASUWT Regional Conference for Derby Branch

Derby Branch had great success at East Midlands Regional Conference last term. We sent a record number of delegates and we also achieved a 100% success rate for our motions. The National Executive attempted to weaken our motion on pupil behaviour, but we were successful in defeating their challenge.

To our dismay, one of our resolutions passed at Regional Conference, The Importance of Collective Action, which would have ensured that the National Officers consulted with the members involved before calling off industrial action, has been ruled out of order by the 2008 Annual Conference Standing Orders Committee. Derby NASUWT Branch considers that the democracy of our union is extremely important and we will be considering how to respond to this at branch meetings this term.

Active Union Democracy

Derby Branch believes that a union which is not fully democratic becomes distant from its members and eventually becomes ineffective. Derby Branch meetings have been at the centre of extremely important debates in our union over the last few years – particularly over whether the National Executive’s policy of “social partnership” (an alliance with the Government, the Education Employers and the headteacher unions, amongst others) is in our interests. These debates inform our interventions at Annual Conference.

Whatever your views please come to our branch meetings and participate in our debates. We want our branch democracy to be as fully representative as possible and all views are welcomed.

Using the Branch Website

The new Derby Branch website speeds up the process of giving union assistance to members. There is now instant access to a casework assistance form either via the “School Reps” section (right hand bottom of page) or http://www.derbynasuwtbranch.org.uk/docs/Casework-Assistance-Form.doc 
Please remember that NASUWT cannot contact your school on your behalf until you have returned this form. Please also try to use email and be as specific about your case as you can.   
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